
Parable of the Sower
NLT: Mt 13:3-8; 18-23; Mark 4:4-8, 14-21; Luke 8:5-8, 11-15 

3 He told many stories in the form of parables, such as this one: “Listen! A farmer went out to plant 
some seeds. 

• 1 Peter 1:23 "Your new life will last forever because it comes from the eternal, living word of 
God." 

• 1 John 3:9 "Those who have been born into God’s family do not make a practice of sinning, 
because God’s life [seed] is in them. So they can’t keep on sinning, because they are children of 
God."

• Romans 10:14 "But how can they call on him to save them unless they believe in him? And 
how can they believe in him if they have never heard about him? And how can they hear about 
him unless someone tells them?"

4 As he scattered them across his field, some seeds fell on a footpath, and the birds came and ate them. 
• Luke 8:5 "where it was stepped on," 
• vs 19 The seed that fell on the footpath represents those who hear the message about the 

Kingdom and don’t understand it. Then the evil one comes and snatches away the seed that 
was planted in their hearts.

• Luke 8:12 "prevent them from believing and being saved."
• "All of redemption and sin and grace and holiness is unintelligible to him and without 

significance. But how has he come to the state? He has brought himself to it; He has exposed 
his heart to every evil influence of the world so it has become hard as a pavement..."

• The devil, like the bird, simply waits until the seed is sown on this hard heart, comes and 
snatches it away. 
◦ Mark 4:15 "only to have Satan come at once [immediately -not quickly] and take it away." 

We know by this Satan is watching near by while we witness. Delay in his mind can be 
costly to his efforts or else this reveals his intense interest in denying anyone he can the 
Gospel message.

• Acts 15:8 "God knows people’s hearts." 
◦ And in Lydia's case in Acts 16:14 " One of them was Lydia from Thyatira, a merchant of 

expensive purple cloth, who worshiped God. As she listened to us, the Lord opened her 
heart, and she accepted "

◦ "I have often reflected on the strangeness of the task to which Paul devoted his 
life: telling pagans that there was a single creator God rather than a multiplicity of gods 
was bad enough, but adding that this God had made himself known in a crucified Jew, 
who had then been raised from the dead, was bound to cause hoots of derision, and, If 
Acts is to be believed, sometimes did. Yet Paul found that when he told his story, when 
he proclaimed that this Jesus was indeed the world's true Lord, people (to their great 
surprise, no doubt) found this announcement making itself at home in their minds and 
hearts, generating the belief that it was true, and transforming their lives with a 
strange new presence and power." N. T. Wright



5 Other seeds fell on shallow soil with underlying rock. The seeds sprouted quickly because the soil 
was shallow. 
6 But the plants soon wilted under the hot sun, and since they didn’t have deep roots, they died.

• The KJV says "stony places" while in Mark and Luke it is a single rock.  The Greek uses this 
word for both stones and rocks.

• In Palestine there are places where a thin superficial coating of mold covers the surface of a 
rock. On walks in the woods in western PA I often notices tree saplings sprouting on large rocks 
covered in moss,  They would grow so high and then topple over in a wind. 

• Vs 20 The seed on the rocky soil represents those who hear the message and immediately 
receive it with joy. 

• A joy that overlooks the cost of discipleship. The hearer's commitment lacked depth like the 
thin layer of soil on the rock. 
◦ Luke 14:26-28 “Anyone who wants to be my follower must love me far more than he does 

his own father, mother, wife, children, brothers, or sisters—yes, more than his own life—
otherwise he cannot be my disciple. And no one can be my disciple who does not carry his 
own cross and follow me. “But don’t begin until you count the cost"

◦ Pliny noted that in Syria: They press the plow into a thin, light furrow, because there is a 
rock underneath, burning the seeds in summer.

◦ Matthew 13:6 "The burning heat of the sun" is Jesus' description of persecution.
▪ Luke 8:6 the seed germinated and then withered for lack of moisture." [no Christian 

fellowship and prayer?] The same sun the melts wax, hardens clay!
◦ Trench: "The moral loveliness of its doctrine; but not its answer to the deepest needs of the 

human heart." 
◦ Roots: The invisible lifestream of the plant. Faith in the soul not on display. My Maple tree.

• Vs. 21 But since they don’t have deep roots, they don’t last long. They fall away as soon as they 
have problems or are persecuted for believing God’s word. 
◦ Through persecution and the confrontation [tribulation-stress] that arises in a hateful culture 

they are offended [scandalized].
▪ Romans 5:3, 5 "We can rejoice, too, when we run into problems and trials, for we know 

that they are good for us—they help us learn to be patient. And patience develops 
strength of character in us and helps us trust God more each time we use it until finally 
our hope and faith are strong and steady. ... for we know how dearly God loves us, and 
we feel this warm love everywhere within us because God has given us the Holy Spirit 
to fill our hearts with his love."

▪ Who would have thought that temptation refused and tribulation endured could be tools 
in God's care to reveal to us  God's love for us and our love for Him.

▪ Luke 8:13 TLB "The stony ground ...  those who enjoy listening to sermons, but 
somehow the message never really gets through to them ... doesn’t take root and grow. 
They... sort of believe... but ... they lose interest."
• The text does not say they sort of had faith but that they did believe for a short time.

◦ Trench: temporary faith. 
• The phrase "lose interest" fails to capture the emphasis of the Biblical term: "to 

renounce or revolt against" They are in total denial. The word used in the KJV most 
often is "depart".

▪ Were they ever "saved"? The same Son that grows faith, causes undeveloped [fake?] 
faith to die. Our relationship with Christ is not just positional but must deepen or wither.



Mt 13:3-8; 18-23; Mark 4:4-8, 14-21; Luke 8:5-8, 11-15
7 Other seeds fell among thorns that grew up and choked out the tender plants. 
8 Still other seeds fell on fertile soil, and they produced a crop that was thirty, sixty, and even a 
hundred times as much as had been planted!

18 “Now listen to the explanation of the parable about the farmer planting seeds: 
19 The seed that fell on the footpath represents those who hear the message about the Kingdom and 
don’t understand it. Then the evil one comes and snatches away the seed that was planted in their 
hearts.

22 The seed that fell among the thorns represents those who hear God’s word, but all too quickly the 
message is crowded out by the worries of this life and the lure of wealth, so no fruit is produced. 
23 The seed that fell on good soil represents those who truly hear and understand God’s word and 
produce a harvest of thirty, sixty, or even a hundred times as much as had been planted!”


